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Southern Seawater 
Desalination Plant

Why is the village proposed in Binningup?
Albemarle is expanding its workforce during the 
construction of the next phase of the Kemerton Lithium 
Plant, located 16km south-east of Binningup. The 
majority of our 400-plus operations workforce live locally, 
however we will need up to 800 additional workers 
during the construction phase and from experience we 
know we will have to find around 60% of those additional 
workers outside the local area. Rental accommodation 
in the region is limited and instead of occupying 
accommodation that tourists and visitors may wish to 
enjoy, a dedicated workers accommodation facility is 
needed. Workers cannot live within the boundaries of 
the Kemerton Industrial Park near the plant, due to its 
industrial zoning.  

The Binningup village site was identified as Albemarle’s 
preferred location after an extensive site selection 
process that included engagement with local 
governments. We require a predominantly cleared and 
serviceable site suitable for accommodation purposes. 
It must be a minimum 25ha, within 30 minutes of our 
Kemerton plant and accessible by the existing road 
network.  

The proposed 24ha village footprint sits on the 
Binningup township fringe on rural, but not priority 
agriculture land. It has dual road access, can be 
appropriately serviced and is about 10 minutes from the 
plant via Taranto Road and Forrest Highway.

Can the land be used for workforce 
accommodation? 
Yes, the village site is zoned for ‘General Farming’ 
under the district planning scheme. The workforce 
accommodation use, where consistent with the zone 
objectives, can be contemplated in the General Farming 
zone. We are following the required planning approvals 
pathway. 

Is the village permanent?
The application seeks approval for a temporary village 
because it is planned to operate for 10 to 15 years. 
Construction is intended to be adaptable, comprising 
a mix of demountable villas and limited hardstand 
and inground construction for the central facilities and 
verandas. No decision has been made yet on the 
longer-term use or development of the village site. At 
the expiry of the lease, the village could transition to an 
alternative use that best services the region, guided by 
ongoing community input that will inform the preparation 
of a social impact assessment management plan. 
Alternatively, the village could be readily removed and 
returned to predevelopment conditions. Any future use 
or development after 15 years will require separate 
planning and building approvals at that time. 

Will the village affect working farms?
The village has been carefully designed to harmoniously 
co-exist with surrounding farms, including working farms 
on the same site and to the east of the village. The 
village only makes up 17% of the total lot and will be 
physically separated from the closest paddocks to the 
north and east by between 230m and 300m. It will also 
be screened to the east by mature boundary trees and 
a new 1.8m high, 50% porosity, perforated boundary 
fence. The fence meets Department of Health guidelines 
and will extend around 750m down to Binningup 
Road. During the concept design stage, in response to 
community feedback, the main internal road was moved 
away from the eastern boundary to the centre of the site.

Binningup 
Accommodation Village
In July 2022, Albemarle submitted a development 
application to the Shire of Harvey seeking approval 
for an accommodation village to house our 
construction workforce for the proposed Kemerton 
expansion project. The 500-person village is a high-
quality facility located on a small portion of private 
farmland at the fringe of the Binningup town. 
We have prepared this information to provide more 
detail about our project and we will continue to 
engage with the community on the proposal as it 
progresses through the approvals process. 



What’s in it for the community?
We are committed to listening and working with the 
Binningup community. The proposal will include local 
opportunities for employment and contracting during 
construction, with potential for ongoing roles at the 
village in catering, landscaping, cleaning and facilities 
management. We also want to explore opportunities 
for community to access the facilities, such as dining, 
recreation and wellness spaces.

In response to the Community’s early feedback, we 
are preparing a social impact assessment to facilitate 
a formal process for engagement, which would result 
in an impact management plan. This will guide ongoing 
community engagement over the life of the village and 
will explore how the accommodation village can become 
a future asset to the region. operations and flow-on 
opportunities for local businesses. 

Will the village be visible from Binningup?
The village is a predominantly single-storey development 
proposed on private land. It’s separated from the 
Binningup township by the natural landscape and 
shielded from Binningup Road by a 140m setback 
and existing mature tuart trees. The property will be 
accessed from Taranto Road. Buses will transport 
workers between the village and the Kemerton work site, 
via Taranto Road. Only visitor or community access will 
be via Binningup Road. 

How will the workers interact with the town? 
Village residents will be full time workers. They will work 
12-hour shifts (6am to 6pm) and will have limited time for 
off-site activities. 

The village has been designed as a self-sufficient facility 
with high quality amenities and recreation facilities. 
Workers will have everything they need on-site, including 
a dining hall, 50-person function area and recreation and 
wellness centre with outdoor swimming pool, basketball 
courts and a gymnasium. 

As part of the social impact assessment we are looking 
forward to understanding the community’s preferences 
around how the village could interact with the town. 
Feedback from the community will assist in the design of 
the management plan.

What will the traffic impacts be? 
A Traffic Impact Assessment concluded that the 
development would not have an adverse impact on 
the local road network. Workers and service providers 
will access the village from Taranto Road, avoiding 
impacts to Binningup Road. Buses will transport workers 
between the village and the Kemerton work site at the 
beginning and end of each 12-hour shift. Private vehicles 
will be parked on site for the duration of work swings, in 
centrally located carparks which will not be visible from 
the road.

The village will result in only a marginal increase in 
peak traffic flows and there is ample capacity for future 
traffic growth in the local road network. Albemarle will 
fund the upgrading of Taranto Road, sealing the existing 
shoulders in line with Main Roads WA requirements.

How will you manage the development’s 
environmental impact? 
The project is committed to long-term sustainability goals 
including the incorporation of solar power, stormwater 
and greywater collection, reuse and treatment, and 
blackwater treatment systems.

An Environmental Assessment Report found the site has 
low flora and fauna habitat value, given historical farming 
uses and the degraded quality of existing vegetation. 
There are no environmental factors that constrain the 
proposed village development. The development will be 
supported by an environmental management plan, waste 
management plan and water management plan.

The proposal has been designed to retain all existing 
canopy trees and supports local biodiversity values 
through the planting of over 300 additional local canopy 
trees, shrubs, ground covers as proposed by the 
landscape concept plan. 



Contact Us
Our local team is available to discuss these or any other questions:
Phone 1300 925 400 
Email  commau@albemarle.com

About Albemarle’s Lithium Plant in Kemerton 
Albemarle is building lithium production facilities at Kemerton, near Bunbury, to produce lithium hydroxide, one of the 
products critical to powering the green technology of the future, including electric vehicles, alternative energy and 
pharmaceuticals. 

The global push to reduce carbon emissions has boosted demand for high-quality lithium and refined products from 
safe and reliable sources. We are planning to double the capacity of our Kemerton operations, which will secure 
Western Australia’s position as a key player in the global lithium industry.  

The proposed expansion at Kemerton is an exciting opportunity for the State and the South-West region, which 
will deliver significant economic benefits through jobs in construction, long-term jobs during operations and flow-on 
opportunities for local businesses. 

How will this impact local tourism?
Accommodating workers in a designated village will 
minimise impacts on tourism, and at the same time, 
support the physical and mental wellbeing of the 
construction workforce. Over 83% of our operational 
employees live locally because Albemarle is committed 
to local recruitment where possible. However, a 
proportion of the construction workforce for the 
Kemerton expansion project will need to be recruited 
from outside the local area given the size of the 
construction workforce required and the constraints on 
the local labour market.  

During previous construction phases we used holiday 
accommodation providers, such as holiday rentals and 
caravan parks. While this was appreciated by many of 
them during Covid restrictions, now that restrictions have 
eased and tourism has increased, the proposed village 
alleviates pressure on tourist accommodation providers 
– ensuring tourists continue to visit and benefit the local 
economy. 

Will there be light spill at night? 
The village will be separated from the Binningup 
township by the natural landscape and shielded from the 
road with mature tuart trees. Lighting design forms part 
of the environmental management plan and addressing 
and preventing light spill will be a component of that 
plan.  

What if there’s a bushfire? 
Albemarle has a bushfire management plan for the 
site, and emergency exits will be mandated between 
Binningup and Taranto Road. Our Emergency Response 
team would be happy to work with local emergency 
providers to plan for additional support at the community 
level if a bushfire was to occur. We are committed to 
bushfire resilience in the region and being a supportive 
part of any community response in the event of an 
emergency.


